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NOTES AND QUERIES 


Napoleonic Collection to be Sold 


One of the most important sales of 
the year will be held on June 1 by 
Edward Gans and Henry Grunthal of 
New York. The most outstanding sec- 
tion of the sale will be the Napoleonic 
collection formed by the late Shepard 
Pond of Winchester, Mass. This col- 
lection is the second largest ever 
offered being surpassed only by the 
Prince d’Essling Collection. It con- 
tains over 750 Napoleonic coins alone, 
besides over 300 medals in bronze, 
silver and gold. All of these are orig- 
inals and not to be confused with the 
restrikes of later dates. 

In addition to the Pond collection, 
the catalogue will also contain a 
splendid selection of Greek and Roman 
coins, including a specialized collec- 
tion of about 150 British, Gallic, and 
Danubian Celtic coins. It also con- 
tains an interesting series of European 
silver dollar size coins, especially those 
of the Italian and Scandinavian issues. 


To top it off, the cataloguers will 
offer the numismatic library of the 
late Dr. Feith. This library contains 
most of the standard numismatic 
works and it has been a long time 
since such a comprehensive collection 
of numismatic books has been offered 
for sale. 


The catalogue, containing in all 
about 2500 lots, will be beautifully 
illustrated and prepared with the 
exacting care by which these two 
numismatists are now so well noted. 


Serious collectors are invited to 
write for a copy of the catalogue 
which will be ready very shortly. 
Address the: Numismatic Fine Arts, 
101 West -55th Street, New York 19, 
New York, or Henry Grunthal, P. O. 
Box 135, New York 33, New York. 


Unique Vermont Cent Located 


Dear Mr. Mosher: 

In the November, 1945, Numismatist 
John M. Richardson wanted to know 
if the 1787 Vermont Cent illustrated 
in Crosby Plate V, No. 2, could be 
found. This variety was not listed in 
Ryder’s “The Colonial Coins of Ver- 
mont” apparently because he found 
no specimen thereof. In the May, 1947, 
Numismatist Mr. Richardson added 
three varieties of the Vermont Cent 
to the Ryder classification and listed 
the above variety as No. 34. 


This variety is in my collection and 
is readily distinguishable on the re- 
verse from the reverse of Ryder Rich- 
ardson Nos. 12, 14 and 32 by the fact 
that the left hand of the figure is on 
a line with the lettering, as compared 
to the others where the hand is en- 
tirely below the line of the lettering. 


Sincerely yours, 


— ERIC P. NEWMAN, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


A Two and a Half Cent Piece 


When you are sick, you go to a 
doctor. When a machine breaks down 
you call in a mechanic, and for a law 
problem, you call in a lawyer. So 
naturally, when you have a problem 
concerning coins, you call in a numis- 
matist. 

Then why doesn’t he do so? Who? 

Oh! Haven’t you heard? Several 
articles have appeared in our local 
and national newspapers regarding a 
Beverly Hills soft drink manufacturer, 
E. H. Mehrens, who for a year has 
been crusading for fractional coinage. 
He advocates that new 2%, 7% and 
12%¢ coins be minted. Our nickel is 
now buying only 3¢ worth, and the 
10¢ piece only six cents, and so on. 
So prices have gone up in accordance. 
But many 5¢ items — such as a bottle 
of soda, or a cup of coffee, have gone 
up to 10¢, and not stopping at 7%¢, 
which would be more nearly correct. 
Many store items are priced at 2 for 
a nickel or 2 for a quarter, showing 
the need for a 2%¢ coin. 

Up to this point, he has a good 
argument! Has had for a year! 

But does he go to a doctor when 
he is sick? Does he go to a numis- 
matist when he has a problem on 
coinage? Or does he go to a news- 
paper? Yes! He does... go toa 
newspaper! 

Maybe he is smart! Getting thou- 
sands of dollars in advertising, for 
free. 

Let us be logical! 

In the first place, he is right. There 
is a positive need for a 2%¢ piece. It 
would save the consumer millions. 
And one of these days we will have 
such a coin. The public will demand 
it, and the Mint will coin it! 

We, as numismatists, realize also 
that it will not be necessary to advo- 
cate three new coins. The 2%¢ piece 
with a nickel will make 71¢¢ and with 


March 18, 1948 


Mr. Stuart Mosher, Editor 
The Numismatist 
McAllen, Texas 


Dear Mr. Mosher: Pa 

Liss M, 

In the November, 1947 Numismatist Ur, John J, Richard- 
son wanted to know if the 1787 Vermont Cent illus- 
trated in Crosby Plate V, #2, could be found. This 
variety was not listed in Ryder's "The Colonial Coins 
of Vermont" apparently because he found no specimen 
thereof In the Mey, 1947 Numismatist Mr, Richardson 
added four varieties of the Vermont Cent to the Ryder 
clessification and listed the above variety es #34, 


This variety is in my collection and is readily dis- 
tinguishable on the reverse from the reverse of Ryder 
Richardson Nos, 12, 14 and 32 by the fact that the 
left hand of the figure is on a line with the letter- 
ing, as compared to the others where the hand is 
entirely below the line of the lettoring, 


Sincerely yours, 


EPNewman/me 


